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Introductions

Introductions

Name and What you do
Where are you from?
Who do you work for?
Have you worked on a green project?
What do you hope to learn today?
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Session Goals

An Better Understanding of

What are Green Buildings 

What is LEED Certification
What is LEED Accreditation
The LEED rating system and 2009 updates
Your role on a LEED project
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U.S. Building 
Impacts:

12%
Water Use

30%
Greenhouse
Gas Emissions

65%
Waste
Output

70%
Electricity
Consumption
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What is Green Building?

Sustainable designed, high performance 
buildings are those that through their 
siting, orientation, design, construction and 
operation are highly energy efficient, have 
lower operating costs, are better for the 
environment in broad and specific terms, 
and promote whole health for their users 
and occupants with measurable results.
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Federal government buildings must be environmentally 
designed. 
Federal LEED Policies

Department of Agriculture 
Department of Agriculture Forest Service
Department of Energy
Department of Health and Human Services
Department of Interior
Department of State
Environmental Protection Agency
General Services Administration 
National Aeronautical and Space Administration
Smithsonian
US Air Force
US Army
US Navy

Presidential Executive Order 13123 (1999)Presidential Executive Order 13123 (1999)

•Federal government buildings must be environmentally 
designed. 
•Federal LEED Policies

–Department of Agriculture 
–Department of Agriculture Forest Service
–Department of Energy
–Department of Health and Human Services
–Department of Interior
–Department of State
–Environmental Protection Agency
–General Services Administration 
–National Aeronautical and Space Administration
–Smithsonian
–US Air Force
–US Army
–US Navy
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State’s with similar Executive Orders:

–Arizona

–Arkansas

–California
–Colorado

–Connecticut

–Florida
–Hawaii

–Illinois
–Maine

–Maryland

–Massachusetts
–Michigan

– New Jersey

– New Mexico

– New York
– Nevada

– Oregon

– Pennsylvania
– Rhode Island

– South Carolina
– Virginia

– Washington

– Wisconsin
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California Policy:
•CA Executive Order S-20-04 (2004)

•State buildings to be LEED Silver

•CA Counties and Municipalities with similar policies
•Alameda County
•Berkeley
•Calabasas
•Dublin
•Fremont
•Irvine
•Livermore
•Long Beach
•Los Angeles
•Los Angeles County
•Oakland
•Pasadena
•Pleasanton
•Rohnert Park
•Sacramento
•San Diego
•San Francisco
•San Jose
•San Mateo County
•Santa Cruz
•Santa Monica
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How do you know it’s green?
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Green Building Rating Systems

All Define High Performance Building
Design & Construction

Exceed ‘Code Minimum Design’
Owner Elective Participation **
3rd Party Rating or Self Certify 

with Documentation System
Object Set of credits / requirements
Climate Specific
Environmental Assessment Tool
Value Based Costing

First Steps towards truly sustainable 
Design, Construction and Operations
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US Green Building Council Rating System

Non Profit 
Organization 
Composed of 
Industry

Organization are 
National Members

Individuals are 
Chapter Members
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US Green Building Council
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US Green Building Council Rating System

L eadership in

Energy &

Environmental

Design
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US Green Building Council Rating System

LEED not LEEDS

LEEDS is a 
town in 
England
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US Green Building Council Rating System

40 Points 2009

REM
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USGBCUSGBC

Architects

Building
Owners

Planners

Federal,
Local,
and State 
Governments

Utility
Managers

Nonprofit Leaders

Engineers

Building
Tenants

Property
Managers

Product
Manufacturers

Interior
Designers

Code
Officials

Landscape
Architects

Financial
Planners

ContractorsSuppliers

Janitors
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As of 2009

Over 20,000 
members
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What is the 
LEED System? 

LEADERSHIP in
ENERGY and
ENVIRONMENTAL
DESIGN

A leading-edge 
system for 
certifying
DESIGN, 
CONSTRUCTION, 
& OPERATIONS
of the greenest 
buildings in the 
world

Scores are tallied for 
different aspects of 
efficiency and design 
in appropriate 
categories.

For instance, LEED 
assesses in detail:

1. Site Planning
2. Water Management
3. Energy Management
4. Material Use
5. Indoor

Environmental
Air Quality

6. Innovation &
Design Process
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Levels of 
LEED 
Ratings 

Green Buildings 
worldwide are certified 
with a voluntary,
consensus-based 
rating system.
USGBC has four 
levels of LEED.
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LEED for new construction 
buildings

Distribution
by geography

1-19
20-49
50-99
100-199
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MultiMulti--UseUse
10741074

CommercialCommercial
OfficeOffice

391391

KK--1212
EducationEducation

166166

MultiMulti--UnitUnit
ResidentialResidential

148148

HigherHigher
EducationEducation

199199

Public OrderPublic Order
& Safety& Safety

142142

OtherOther
9292

LaboratoryLaboratory

6464

HealthHealth
CareCare

7373

InterpretiveInterpretive
CenterCenter

8686

IndustrialIndustrial
9191

LibraryLibrary
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AssemblyAssembly
3737

RecreationRecreation
4242

NotNot
ClassifiedClassified

101101

2828

Financial &Financial &
CommunicationsCommunications

77

Special NeedsSpecial Needs
HousingHousing

1818

TransportationTransportation 1717

CommunityCommunity

1212
DaycareDaycare

1111
Hotel/ResortHotel/Resort

1212

Animal CareAnimal Care
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ParkPark

MilitaryMilitary
BaseBase

2020

2424
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2525
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Rating System Improvements

•Predictable 2 year development cycle

•Bookshelf approach

•Credit Alignment, Credit Ratings

•Regional Credits

•Life Cycle Analysis (anticipated late 2009)

•Provide On-Going Performance Data
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LEED Online v3

•Responds to changes in 2009 rating system

•Streamlining
– Autopopulating data

– Clarifying template requirements

– Engineer/ Architect sign off for selected credits

•More efficient reporting between project 
teams and certification bodies

•Designed to be scalable
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Credit Weightings
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Credit Weightings

LEED 2009 Commercial Interiors

Certified 40 36% Certified 21 37%

Silver 50 45% Silver 27 47%

Gold 60 55% Gold 32 56%

Platinum 80 73% Platinum 42 74%

New Construction v2.2 Core and Shell

Certified 26 38% Certified 23 38%

Silver 33 48% Silver 28 46%

Gold 39 57% Gold 34 56%

Platinum 52 75% Platinum 45 74%
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Regional Priority Credits

•6 Available Credits/ 4 points

•Environmental zones established for regions

•For example California Regional Credits:
– Water

– Waste

– Transit

• International Regional Credits are to be 
developed
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Minimum Program Requirements

• MUST COMPLY WITH APPLICABLE ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS

• MUST BE A COMPLETE, PERMANENT BUILDING OR SPACE

• MUST USE A REASONABLE SITE BOUNDARY

• MUST COMPLY WITH MINIMUM FLOOR AREA REQUIREMENTS 
– 1000 sf

• MUST COMPLY WITH MINIMUM OCCUPANCY RATES 

• MUST COMMIT TO SHARING WHOLE-BUILDING ENERGY AND 
WATER USAGE DATA 
– 5 YEAR PERIOD

• MUST COMPLY WITH A MINIMUM BUILDING AREA TO SITE 
AREA RATIO 
– NO LESS THAN 2% OF GROSS LAND AREA
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LEED Credits
Credits Reference Handbook Format

Credit Intent

Credit Requirements

Discussion

1. Benefits and Issues to Consider

2. Related Credits

3. Summary of Referenced Standards

4. Implementation

5. Timeline and Team

6. Calculations

7. Documentation Guidance

8. Examples

9. Exemplary Performance

10. Regional Variations

11. Operations and Maintenance Considerations

12. Resources

13. Definitions 
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Americans 
spend over 
90% of their 
time indoors
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LEED Credits
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CIR

Can be your friend
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WHICH CREDITS 
DO ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS 
NEED BE 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT?
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USGBCUSGBC

Architects

Building
Owners

Planners

Federal,
Local,
and State 
Governments

Utility
Managers

Nonprofit Leaders

Engineers

Building
Tenants

Property
Managers

Product
Manufacturers

Interior
Designers

Code
Officials

Landscape
Architects

Financial
Planners

ContractorsSuppliers

Janitors
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Integrated Design Process

Architect

Developer

Contractor

HVAC

Electrical

Energy Modeler

Owner

LEED AP

Landscaper
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LEED Accreditation
Green Building Certification Institute
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LEED Accreditation

Why Change the System?

People are Accredited,  
Buildings are Certified
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Certified     or   Accredited Professionals?

Accredited Certified
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LEED Accreditation

Purpose of the LEED AP Exam?
To ensure that a successful candidate has 
knowledge and skills necessary to participate in the 
design process, to support and encourage in 
integrated design, and to streamline the application 
and certification process

To test understanding of green building practices 
and principles, and familiarity with LEED 
requirements, resources and processes
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LEED Accreditation
What are some of the capabilities demonstrated by 

passing the LEED AP Exam?
• Explain LEED credit intents, requirements, technologies, and 

strategies for a majority of LEED credits.
• Manage the integration of multiple design disciplines to achieve

LEED certification.
• Describe the salient characteristics of most LEED Reference 

Standards.
• Identify credit synergies for integrated design to support LEED 

certification.
• Verify that credit documentation meets LEED requirements.
• Manage completion of the LEED Letter Templates.
• Identify the conditions under which the LEED prerequisites are met.
• Determine the number of Optimize Energy Performance points 

achieved by reviewing energy model results.
• Explain the life cycle cost benefits of a LEED project.
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LEED Accreditation

LEED AP Exam intended Audience?
Architects
Engineers

Electrical
Mechanical
Civil

Interior Designers
Facility Managers
Green Building Consultants
Product Manufacturer Reps
Specifiers
Educators
Planners
Building Officials / Inspectors

Commissioning 
Authorities
Landscape Architects
Building Owners
Government Officials
Developers
Construction 
Managers
Contractors

Electrical
Mechanical
Landscaping
Demolition
General
Etc.
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LEED Accreditation

Advantages of Accreditation?
Marketable Instant Name Recognition

Work / Job Opportunities

Strengthen Qualifications in Proposals

Standout from others in the green economy

Know how to Save $$$  and Environment

Listed in the USGBC Online LEED AP Directory

Earn an Innovation in Design Point

Promote the USGBC’s mission
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LEED Accreditation

What are the Flavors?
Green Associate

LEED Accredited Professional with Speciality

LEED Accredited Professional Fellow

LEED Accredited Professional without Specialty

People are Accredited,  
Buildings are Certified

Fundamentals of LEED
Ronnie Fong, LEED A.P    greenronfong@gmail.com.
NECA Seattle 2009 Convention September 12, 2009

LEED Accreditation

LEED Green Associate

Remember:      www.gbci.org
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LEED Accreditation

–LEED Green Associate

For professionals who want to 
demonstrate green building expertise 
in non-technical fields of practice, 
GBCI has created the LEED Green 
Associate credential, which denotes 
basic knowledge of green design, 
construction, and operations. 
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LEED Accreditation

LEED Green Associate
Eligibility

Be involved in the industry by one of 
three paths (audited)

Demonstrate involvement in LEED project
Be employed in a sustainable Field of Work
Engaged in an education program in green building

Agree to Disciplinary Policy and 
Credentialing Requirements
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LEED Accreditation

LEED Green Associate
Preparing for the Exam:
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LEED Accreditation

LEED Green Associate
Scheduling Your Exam:

KEY POINT:  
Your name on your government issued ID must match your name 
used to register.
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LEED Accreditation
LEED Green Associate

Exam:
2 hour 100 question computer based test 
core knowledge of LEED
Instant Pass/Fail Result

» ProMetrics
» – Nothing goes into the Exam Room
» – Photo ID
» – Single Piece of Paper and a Single #2 Pencil
» • Double Negatives
» • Tricky Questions
» • A time check every 30 minutes
» • Expect questions pertaining to:
» – Commissioning
» – Exemplary Performance
» – Energy
» – Heavy in one Category
» • Story Problems w/ Multiple Answers
» • ALWAYS choose the BEST answer not necessarily the RIGHT answer
» • Answer everything, no penalty for wrong answers
» • Statistically the right answer is “B” or was it “C”?
» • Math - No Calculators
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LEED Accreditation

LEED Green Associate
Exam:

1:What Carpet and Rug Institute (CRI) program set standards for 
low-emitting carpets, adhesives, and pads? 

A. Green Seal 
B. Green Guard 
C. Green-e Certified 
D. Green Label Plus 

This question aligns itself with: 
» I. Synergistic Opportunities and LEED Application 
» Process 
» D. Standards that support LEED credit 
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LEED Accreditation

LEED Green Associate
Exam:

5: A general contractor (GC) attempts a credit in Local or 
Regional Materials and discovers that the specified 
product has only a portion of the material manufactured 
within the required radius. What should the GC do? 

A. Not list the product 
B. Not use the product 
C. List the entire product 
D. List only the portion within the required radius
» D. List only the portion within the required radius
» This question aligns itself with: Acquisition, Installation, and

Management of Project Materials 
» B. Locally (regionally) harvested and manufactured materials
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LEED Accreditation
LEED AP BD+C Exam Questions:

1: A former landfill site is under consideration for a 
new low-cost housing development. For 
Sustainable Sites Credit, Brownfield Development, 
which remediation strategies are appropriate? 
(Choose three.)

A. Solar detoxification

B. Cap contaminants in place

C. Treating contaminants on-site

D. Hauling contaminated soil off-site

E. Employing “Pump and Treat” method
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LEED Accreditation
LEED AP BD+C Exam Questions:

2. A building has 100 occupants. Calculate the baseline potable water 
usage for sewage conveyance for Water Efficiency, Innovative 
Wastewater Technologies.

A. 96,400 gallons (364,913 liters)
B. 100,000 gallons (378,541 liters)
C. 109,200 gallons (413,366 liters)
D. 140,300 gallons (531,093 liters)

Water Closets 
Male     1 use / day x 1.6 gpf x 50 people =   80 gpd
Female 3 use / day x 1.6 gpf x 50 people = 240 gpd
Urinals
Male     2 use / day x 1.0 gpf x 50 people = 100 gpd
Female 0 use / day x 1.0 gpf x 50 people =     0 gpd
Total                                                           420 gpd

x260 days/year
Total                                                           109,200 gallons
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LEED Accreditation

LEED Green Associate
After the Exam
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LEED Accreditation

LEED Green Associate
Credentialing Requirements

15 Hours of Continuing Education every 2 years, 
with 3 hours obtained from an approved program 
specific to the LEED rating system

Self Report to GBCI starting Nov 1, 2009
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LEED Accreditation

LEED Green Associate Summary
Exam:

2 hour 100 question computer based test 
core knowledge of LEED
Instant Pass/Fail Result
Three attempts in one year max

Eligibility
Be involved in the industry by one of three paths (audited)

Demonstrate involvement in LEED project
Be employed in a sustainable Field of Work

Engaged in an education program in green building

Agree to Disciplinary Policy

Credentialing Requirements
15 Hours of Continuing Education 
every 2 years, with 3 hours obtained 
from an approved program specific 
to the LEED rating system
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LEED Accreditation
LEED Accredited Professional with Specialty

The LEED AP credential is for professionals with an 
advanced depth of knowledge in green building 
practices; it also will reflect the ability to specialize in a 
particular LEED Rating System. The LEED AP exam 
is divided into two parts. The first part is the LEED 
Green Associate exam, which demonstrates general 
knowledge of green building practices. The second 
part is a specialty exam based on one of the LEED 
Rating Systems. 
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LEED Accreditation
LEED Accredited Professional with Specialty

Eligibility
Documented professional experience on a 
LEED project within the last 3 years

Agree to Disciplinary Policy and Credentialing 
Requirements
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LEED Accreditation
LEED Accredited Professional with Specialty

Exam:
4 hour computer based 2-part test (200 questions)

Core Knowledge + specialized knowledge of LEED

Instant Pass/Fail Result

Fees

$50Biennial CMP renewal fee

$250$150Specialty exam only

$450$300

Combined exam 
(LEED Green 
Associate and 
specialty exam)Exam fee (per exam 

appointment)

$100Application fee

All others
USGBC national 

members
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LEED Accreditation
LEED Accredited Professional with Specialty

Credentialing Requirements
30 Hours of Continuing Education every 2 years, 
with 6 hours obtained from an approved program 
specific to the LEED rating system

2 Specialties = 36 hrs, 3 = 42 hrs, 4=48 hrs, 5 = 54 
hours with 6 hours of specific to the rating system

Self Report to GBCI starting Nov 1, 2009
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LEED Accreditation

LEED Accredited Professional Summary
Exam:

4 hour computer based test 200 question
detailed knowledge of LEED
Instant Pass/Fail Result
Three attempts in one year max per section.

Eligibility
Be involved in a LEED registered project within last three years
Agree to Disciplinary Policy

Credentialing Requirements
30 Hours of Continuing Education every 2 years, with 6 hours 
obtained from an approved program specific to the LEED rating 
system.  More hours for Multiple Specialities
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LEED Accreditation
LEED Accredited Professional Fellow

LEED Fellows would become part of an extraordinary class of 
leading professionals distinguished by their years of 
experience and contributions to the standards of practice and 
body of knowledge for achieving continuous improvement in 
the green building field. This credential is still under 
development. 
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LEED Accreditation
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LEED Accreditation
LEED Accredited Professional w/o Specialty

Legacy LEED APs are the professionals who passed the LEED AP 
Exam before June 30, 2009

There are over 130,000 of them worldwide as of June 30, 2009

Three Options

A. Do Nothing and continue to be a LEED AP w/o specialty

B. Enroll Before 2011, sign up for a specialty, agree to discipline & 
CMP requirements for the specialty

C. Meet the new eligibility requirements, Retest and pass one of the 
new specialty exams

Fundamentals of LEED
Ronnie Fong, LEED A.P    greenronfong@gmail.com.
NECA Seattle 2009 Convention September 12, 2009

LEED Accreditation
LEED Accredited Professional w/o Specialty

Your enrollment window is 
available throughMy
Credentials and also will be 
emailed to you in fall 2009. 
Enrollment windows are 
distributed throughout fall 2009 
in alphabetical order by 
surname. See the chart below to 
determine when you will be 
eligible to enroll.

9/17/2009-
9/25/2009

M

9/12/2009-
9/17/2009

L

9/8/2009-9/12/2009K

9/6/2009-9/8/2009J

9/6/2009I

8/30/2009-9/6/2009H

8/26/2009-
8/30/2009

G

8/23/2009-
8/26/2009

F

8/22/2009-
8/23/2009

E

8/17/2009-
8/22/2009

D

8/11/2009-
8/17/2009

C

8/4/2009-8/11/2009B

8/1/2009-8/4/2009A

Enrollment window
start date

Surname
begins 
with

10/26/2009-
10/27/2009

Z

10/25/2009-
10/26/2009

Y

10/25/2009X

10/21/2009-
10/25/2009

W

10/19/2009-
10/21/2009

V

10/19/2009U

10/16/2009-
10/19/2009

T

10/7/2009-10/16/2009S

10/3/2009-10/7/2009R

10/2/2009-10/3/2009Q

9/28/2009-10/2/2009P

9/27/2009-9/28/2009O

9/25/2009-9/27/2009N

Enrollment window
start date

Surname
begins 
with
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LEED Accreditation
Green Building Certification Institute
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LEED Accreditation
Green Building Certification Institute
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LEED CMP
Intro to Credentialing Maintenance Program
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LEED CMP
CMP Flexibility
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LEED CMP
Strengthened Qualifications
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LEED CMP
Fullfilling Credentialing the GBCI way

Eight Ways

1) Professional development Continuing Education

2) Live presentations

3) Self-study programs

4) College and University Courses

5) Certificates, Professional Licenses and Credentials

6) Committee and Volunteer Work

7) Authorship

8) LEED Project  Participation
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LEED CMP
Fullfilling Credentialing the GBCI way

Section 1: Professional development Continuing Education
For professional development/continuing education courses (which includes courses offered by any institution or 

association which is not intended to lead to a degree, including but not limited to workshops, career training, 
workforce training, or personal enrichment, such as those offered by an college or university’s extension school or an 
association):

Professional development/continuing education courses must be ERB-
approved and
increase the competency of LEED Professionals;
follow current green building practices and provide correct program content; 
be designed and instructed by persons qualified in the subject matter; 
provide documentation of successful course completion to the LEED 
Professional from the ERB-approved course; and
are at least 50 minutes of instructional time in length
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LEED CMP

Fullfilling Credentialing the GBCI way
Section 2: Live presentations

– For live presentations, both approved by an ERB and not, as an 
attendee or as an instructor, discussion leader, speaker, or panelist.

– CE hours may be earned only once for attending or leading the same 
instructional program

– CE hours earned as an instructor, discussion leader, speaker, or
panelist may not exceed 50% of the total CE hours required during any 
reporting period. Live presentations approved by an ERB can be 
found in the ERB’s course catalog, located on their website. A list of 
ERBs and links to their websites is available at www.gbci.org.
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LEED CMP

Fulfilling Credentialing the GBCI way
Section 3: Self-study programs

– For self-study, both approved by an ERB and not, which may be 
structured (audio, audio-visual, written, online, etc.) or a written or online 
examination:

– Total CE hours for self-study programs may not exceed 5 hours per 2-
year reporting period.

– Self-study programs approved by an ERB can be found in the ERB’s
course catalog, located on their website. A list of ERBs and links to their 
websites is available at www.gbci.org.

Reading professional manuals, publications, and/or articles
– Any study, (research, reading, etc.) that is relevant to the practice of a 

LEED profession and includes any of the topics listed in Appendix A will 
be accepted for CE hours. LEED Professionals will need to supply GBCI 
with a record of the periodical read, exact pages, and linkage to accepted 
topics.
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LEED CMP
Fulfilling Credentialing the GBCI way

Section 3: Self-study
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LEED CMP

Fulfilling Credentialing the GBCI way

Section 4: College and university courses
– For courses, both approved by an ERB and not, offered at 

accredited colleges or universities (including community colleges) 
which are included in the curriculum of a college or university 
degree program regardless of the student’s enrollment status (for 
college and university continuing education courses or courses 
not part of the curriculum of a degree program, see Section 1: 
Professional development/continuing education courses):
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LEED CMP

Fulfilling Credentialing the GBCI way

Section 5: Certificates, professional licenses, and credentials
• Training Completion Award given to an individual recognizing 

completion of a training program related to or supporting green building

• Professional Licenses Any national, state, or provincial licensing exam 
required to work in a field related to or supporting green building.

• Professional Credentials for knowledge of a field related to or 
supporting green building based on predetermined, standardized criteria
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LEED CMP

Fulfilling Credentialing the GBCI way

Section 6: Committee and volunteer work
• For participation in USGBC or GBCI board of directors; committees; 

credential exam item writing or job task analysis; local USGBC 
Chapters; or other volunteer organizations that support the LEED
system:

• Total CE hours for committee and volunteer work may not exceed 4
hours per 2-year reporting period.
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LEED CMP

Fulfilling Credentialing the GBCI way

Section 7: Authorship
• For published articles and books that are related to topics listed in 

Appendix A and contribute to the competency of LEED Professionals

• The Work must be published during the 2-year reporting period

• Any publication will be automatically audited
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LEED CMP

Fulfilling Credentialing the GBCI way

Section 8: LEED project participation
• For work related to the implementation of LEED credit requirements 

and documentation of performance on a project that is LEED-
registered:

• 1 CE hour per LEED Credit or prerequisite 
• 2 CE hours per project for being the Project Administrator
• Yes; all LEED project participation earns LEED-specific hours. 
• CE hours are limited to 10 per 2-year reporting period.
• Documentation that a LEED Professional has worked on projects in

specific credit areas would be verified through the LEED Online 
Process and/or a project manager and/or an employer or client’s 
attestation.

• The project must be registered, although not necessarily completed or 
certified, in order for CE hours to be awarded. .
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LEED CMP

Fulfilling Credentialing the GBCI way

– Retest for your Accreditation

OR
– Finish Credentialing within the two year period  and 

pay renewal fee

– Note you can lose your Accreditaion

.
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LEED CMP

Fulfilling Credentialing the GBCI 
way

.
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Why Green Building 
Adobe Case Study

Adobe Towers
Adobe Systems Incorporated’s Headquarters Buildings, San Jose, California
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Why Green Building – Adobe 
Case

RETURN ON INVESTMENT

In the Process of Certifying:

Adobe spent $1.4 million on energy and related 
projects, received $389,000 in rebates 
and we have reduced operating costs by $1.2 
million per year (primarily through energy 
conservation).

This is an average simple payback of 9.5 months 
and a return on investment (ROI) of 121%.
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Sustainable Results

Along the way, Adobe:

• Effectively reduced electricity use 35%

• Effectively reduced natural gas use 41%

• Reduced domestic water use 22%

• Reduced landscape water use 76%

• Diverts up to 85% of its solid waste through composting 

and recycling

• Reduced CO2 emissions 17%; with Renewable Energy 

Credits 36.2%.
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Adobe Towers

• Adobe Towers is Adobe 
Systems Incorporated World 
Headquarters in San Jose, CA

• Three office towers connected 
at the first, second, sixth, 
fourteenth, and fifteenth floors

• 989,358 square feet of occupied 
space resting on 938,473 square 
feet of semi-enclosed garage

• Software development, 
marketing, sales, office support 
services
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Cost-Benefit Summary of Projects

Description # Projects Cost Rebate Savings ROI

Load Management 26 $445,248 $205,437 $729,185       304%

Lighting 19 $300,701 $  44,918 $155,616 61%

Equipment 6 $298,439 $122,575 $107,976 61%

Monitor & Controls 1 $  39,472 $  11,000       $  12,001 42%

Water Management 3 $145,732 $    5,396 $  31,287 22%

Waste Stream 1 $           0 $           0 $137,380 immediate

Office Supplies 1 $           0 $           0 $    8,700 immediate

Sustainable Janitorial1$           0 $           0 $           0          n/a

Indoor Air Quality 1 $           0 $           0 $           0 n/a

Alternative Trans 1 $           0 $           0 $           0 n/a

Compostable Paper 1 $           0 $           0 $           0 n/a

Purchase Alter Energy  1 $  16,000 $           0 $           0 n/a

LEED Consult(3 bldgs) 1 $105,000 $           0 $           0 n/a

Register/Cert (3 bldg) 1 $  12,000 $           0 $           0 n/a

Total 64 $1,362,592 $389,326      $1,182,145 121%
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Questions?
For Answers and More Information, go to

www.usgbc.org

www.gbci.org

Your Local USGBC Chapter

Ron Fong

GreenRonFong@gmail.com

510 / 517.7161


